
BEDFORD DEANERY SYNOD 

Minutes of the meeting of the Bedford Deanery Synod 
held at St Mary’s Church, Goldington on 5 December 2019 

 
Present:    Please see attached list 
 
Mrs Pauline Kendall welcomed members to the Synod. The Revd Simon 
Dommett was invited to open the meeting with prayer.  
Pauline reminded members that as Deanery Synod members we are part of the 
church and that we should take seriously the responsibility that incurs. 
 
Pauline then introduced the Archdeacon of Bedford, the Venerable Dave 
Middlebrook, and thanked him for giving of his time to be here to share his story.  
 
The Archdeacon was born in Ipswich to Christian parents and he took members 
through very varied his life experiences which led him to where he is now. He 
had experienced worshipping in many different churches including anglo-catholic 
and a Methodist church where sermons were 45 minutes long. 
After university at Newcastle he was living and working in Peterborough and he 
and his fiancée, Anne, visited their vicar to ask for their banns to be read. The 
vicar obviously discerned a desire for Dave to be more involved in the church 
and he was soon helping with youth work. 
Various moves followed, including a spell working abroad, and then the couple 
were living in Berkhamsted. Dave visiting Michael Sansom and was selected for 
training for the ordained ministry which he completed at Bristol. He was ordained 
in 1998. 
He remained in St Albans diocese and was Team Vicar in Hemel Hempstead 
and St Lukes’, Watford. This was a new church and in due course the building 
was used by 35-40 groups. During his 11 years there he saw many 
developments and found it very difficult to leave to take on the exciting challenge 
of becoming Archdeacon of Bedford in 2019.  He asked for our prayers as he 
continues to learn about the 160 places of worship in the Archdeaconry. He has 
already experienced many good things and is aware of some of the problems.  
 

The refreshment break then followed. 
 

Synod resumed for the business items on the agenda which was chaired by the 
Rural Dean. He welcomed a new member, the Revd Ian Smith who has been 
appointed Minister in Charge at All Saints’, Renhold. His appointment will 
officially begin at a service on 15 January, 2020.  

 
1. Apologies for absence – To be recorded on attendance sheets. 

2. Minutes of the Synod held on 5 September 2019. These were agreed and 

signed as a true record. 

3. Matters arising from the Minutes. None. 
4. Deanery Synod Elections –  

 Elections to the Deanery Synod will take place in the Spring of 2020. 
There are at present 2 vacancies for Clergy on the Standing 
Committee and one vacancy for a lay person. Anyone who is interested 
in filling one of these vacancies please speak to Richard Hibbert.  

 Elections to the General Synod will take place later next year.   



5. Diocesan Synod October 2019. Mrs Susan Richards had prepared a report 
 on the October Synod. The report and the Presidential address had been 

circulated with the minutes. 
6. Diocesan Board of Finance –  

 The Revd Sam Cappleman reported that the diocese is well aware of 
the difficulties parishes are experiencing regarding finance. 

 The Revd Kevin Goss asked if the diocesan officials were aware that 

from 01.01.2020 no fee will be payable from parishes to the diocese. 

He was asked to raise this with the General Synod. 

7. Safeguarding.  Pauline Kendall emphasised that parishes must keep up to 

date with latest regulations. 

8. Lambeth Conference. The Bishop of Bangladesh has been assigned to this 

Deanery. Further details are awaited. 

9. Pastoral Update –  

 All Saints’ Renhold – appointment made, the Revd Ian Smith who will 

be Minister in Charge.  All welcome to the Licensing Service on 15 

January.  

 The parishes of Cranfield and Hulcote.  A post for Priest to be 

advertised early in January. 

 (St Martins’ is now in vacancy.) 

10. Deanery Financial Report 

Richard Kirby, the Honorary Treasurer, was not present but had notified the 

Secretary that all the parishes had paid their Deanery contributions and there 

had been no changes since the last Synod. 

11. What’s On – Flyers and posters of church events were available. 

12. A.O.B. South Beds Consultation – a report on the recent meeting will be   

available soon’ 

Synod dates for 2020 were given. 

 

Synod closed with prayer at 9.35pm 

 


